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Greetings from il Capo
This past weekend was the AMA races at Virginia
International Raceway and my first time there as a
spectator. It is a pretty track, and Ducati had rented
corner four for their hospitality tent. The Ducati trailer
was not there because it was at the dealers’ meeting,
but Vicki Smith of Ducati on Line fame was there to
host the tent. Neil finished third in the first Superbike
race but crashed in the second. It did make for good
spectating even if he did not win. The Ducati tent is a
great way to meet and visit with fellow Ducati owners;
it is amazing how many people stop by.

Jim Calandro .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . il Capo

Water was a very welcome commodity at the
hospitality area due to the hot weather. It never rained,
but it was constantly threatening. The sandwiches and
breakfast snacks kept the hunger demons away. The
only downside was Ducati announcing they would not
race AMA next year, but they did indicate they would
support the clubs in their efforts to host a hospitality
area at the tracks. I hope to learn more as time goes
on. If you have not been to one of these, I hope you take
advantage of the hospitality areas at AMA races. (See
page 27 for a few photos.)

capo@carolina.rr.com

I know it has been a hot summer, but fall is just around
the corner. Our annual rally in Hiawassee, Georgia, is
in October, and we have our remaining two track days:
Carolina Motorsports Park in October and Roebling
Road in November. They are all starting to fill up, so
send in your forms soon so you can join the fun.

Tom Truskolaski .  .  . Redattore Technico

This issue has a story about a Ducati racer in South
Africa who makes me wonder why I am so slow. It is
quite an inspirational story about a fellow Ducatisti.
We are also continuing our series on track day tips and
information. Track days are our most highly attended
events, and we want everyone to understand what they
are all about and how to have fun and be safe.
Mark your calendar, as October 21 and 22, 2006, will
be the US DESMO first-ever weekend track day held
at Carolina Motorsports Park in Kershaw, South
Carolina. Do join us and make this first-ever weekend
a success. We have been talking to Ducati about their
participating in this event, so let’s get lots of Ducatis
signed up so we can show them how we run a Ducati
event.

Clyde Romero .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Consigliere
clyderomero@worldnet.att.net

Bob Lattanzi  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Consigliere
schoolbusbob@att.net

Terry Wyse .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Consigliere
tlwyse@carolina.rr.com

David Grogan  .  .  . Revisore di Bozze
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John M. Rossi .  .  . NE Regional Rep.
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Lewis Kirk .  .  .  .  . Curatore del Sito Web
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Piazza del Mercato
2002 S4 Monster, Senna edition
4700 miles. Upgrades include oval titanium
LeoVinci hi-rise slipons, CycleCat handlebar
risers & ventilated clutch cover, Rizoma radiator
guard and mirrors, new Avon Azaros.Bike is in
excellent condition.Price adjusted for pending
6000m service at $7395.
Call Curt Spiegel at 704.289.1158 or
email cspiegel@carolina.rr.com for more
information and photos.

1993 Ducati 888 SPO
9800 miles; FBF carbon-fiber exhaust
cans and FBF ECU chip (original exhausts
included); carbon-fiber front fender (original
red included); adjustable brake/clutch levers
(originals included). New Michelin Pilot
Power tires. Cloth FBF Ducati cover. Complete
service performed at BMW-Ducati of Charlotte
less than 500 miles ago with new belts, valve
adjustments, and all fluids replaced. This bike
is in museum quality condition or could be
ridden daily. $9500US.
Jim Crews, jcrews@wfubmc.edu

2006 Ducati Paul Smart 1000
Brand new with 3 miles, MSO, #1586.
$14,500.
Brad Powell at www.bradsbikes.net
Marietta, GA 678.576.4258.

have a great membership that supports us both by
attending events and sending us great articles. You do
not have to be Mark Twain to get published. Just send
us an interesting story or adventure that you have
experienced. It will not only be your fifteen minutes of
fame, but you can share your knowledge with the rest
of us.

1977 Moto Guzzi 850 Le Mans I
“The Hoffman”
This bike was purchased new by John
Hoffman of Cycle Specialties and used
as his personal bike until he moved to
the Philippines. White with 49,000 miles.
Modified for vintage sports touring with
high rise bars and Corbin seat. Electric
ignition, performance kit cam, close ratio
gearbox, Ohlins shocks, and disintegrated
brakes. The original components and other
extras come with it. $7,300.
Craig Hunley, Charlotte NC cchunley@
bellsouth.net or 704.576.3447.

1993 Ducati 900SS
Excellent, standard condition. 10,350
miles. Ducati service history. Recent
belts, fluid changes, new clutch slave
cylinder. Low miles on new Pirelli
Dragons. Outstanding bike $5500.
Call Philip Palmer at 770.329.2084
or email philipjpalmer@yahoo.com

1988 Ducati F1S Tricolor
Removable seat cow, One of 100 imported
in ’88, only 2,000 ever made for model run.
Only 3,900 miles, all original and stock. In
“like new” condition, original paint and
body. Similar to bike featured on cover of
Leanings Vol 2 Issue 1. Just beautiful and
perfect for the ultimate Ducati collector
looking for a ride or garage furniture. $9,950.
Bob Lattanzi 704-824-1682
schoolbusbob@att.net

Come ride with us.

Jim


www.USDESMO.com

FALL 2006

US DESMO THIRD ANNUAL

ROEBLING ROAD

EURO BIKE AUTUMN TRACK DAY
WHEN:
WHERE:
TRACK INFO:
REGISTRATION:

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2006
ROEBLING ROAD RACEWAY, BLOOMINGDALE, GA
www.roeblingroad.com
$110 USD MEMBERS $135 NON MEMBERS

AFTER OCTOBER 23, $135 USD MEMBERS $160 NON MEMBERS

DEADLINE: OCTOBER 23, 2006
NO AT-THE-GATE REGISTRATIONS.
CONTACT: JIM CALANDRO 704.843.0429 capo@carolina.rr.com
		 Or go to www.usdesmo.com

Tom Rolland • 2808 Prenda de Oro NW • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87120
email: trolland@webtv.net • http://www.pacificnet.net/~ehotchkiss/buckles/

BMW•DUCATI•TRIUMPH
PARTS, APPAREL & ACCESSORIES

ORDER ONLINE
Birmingham, Alabama
205-956-6693

Savings And Convenience!

US Desmo readers save 15%!

www.bogartsmotorsports.com/catalog.asp
Enter Coupon Code ‘USDESMO’ For Extra Savings!
FALL 2006

www.USDESMO.com	

with Swatt Rear Sets.
Position your pegs and adopt a riding style
that’s perfect for you.
Designed for adjustability.
Built for comfort.
Replacement parts
available separately.

NEW!

Ducati Super Sport
Rear Sets
All parts available individually

•
•
•
•
•

NEW!

Ducati Superbike
Rear Sets
(viewed from back face)
All parts available individually

NEW!
	

• Serrated pegs for positive
foot placement
Serrated peg ends feature a raised boss,
identify foot placement, and provide the ideal
foot pivot when cornering
Serrated peg ends are of the screw-in-type and
are available separately
Quick adjusting pivots attach with countersunk
fasteners and provide optimum positions for
street or track riding or extreme competition
Internal adjustment eccentrics provide linear
motion when used in conjunction with adjusting
pivots. Simply arrange them for optimum comfort
Shifter mechanism features needle roller bearings
for the smoothest action

Manufacturers of quality billet products
exclusively for fine Italian motorcycles.

New Rear Sets now available
for Ducati Sport Classics

SWATT MOTORCYCLE PRODUCTS

www.USDESMO.com

WWW.SWATTMOTORCYCLE.COM
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THE 124K 900SS
Brett Cross, Englewood, Florida

An insight into my obsessive affair with an
outstanding motorcycle:
Dogs. Some people really like dogs. They form
these remarkable relationships and interact
with them almost intuitively. You know who
they are, as I am sure you have seen them. They
are the people that take their dogs with them
every place they go, no matter who believes that
it is a good idea or not. They intuitively know
when their faithful companion needs or wants
something, as they somehow seem to be able to
sense it. From these relationships, they reap the
rewards of countless minutes of companionship
and camaraderie that to them is priceless. It
is a wonderful
relationship.
It is a truly
beautiful
thing.
I prefer Ducks.
I remember
the first time
I saw a Ducati.
I was a junior
in high
school, and it
was 1982. I
had recently
gotten my
first street
bike, a 1982
Suzuki
Katana, and I was
proudly
showing it off at a local restaurant’s bike
night. I am not even sure what model that first
Ducati was, but it was so beautiful and had
that clutch sound along with the wonderful
kachunk-kachunk-kachunk of all the machinery
as it idled into the parking lot amongst all the
common-looking bikes. I was definitely hooked
and hopelessly in awe. It was the strangest
sounding machine I had ever heard. I was
intrigued by its sound and its unique look. I had
to learn more. I knew nothing about them at the
time. I had been riding dirt bikes and trail bikes
since I was a little kid, about 10 years old or
so, but had never come across such a marvel as
FALL 2006

this Ducati. I loved my first street bike, but the
Ducati became something that I would always
want to experience riding and owning. I started
reading about them and checking them out
whenever I saw one, and the desire just grew
and grew.
As the years went by and my desire grew, so
did my family, and I was forced to re-classify
my Ducati dreams into the “maybe someday”
category. I have always loved to ride; the feeling
of being part of nature for better or worse while
I travel makes me
feel so connected to
the world around
me. It is such a
feeling
that I consider it
essential, not
just a fun
way to get
outdoors. I
had bikes
on and
off all my
adult life
whenever
the
family
budget
would
allow
itself to
be twisted by me
to make it
happen. As the kids grew up and I proceeded
to wear out a pretty good selection of Suzukis
and Hondas, I knew the day would eventually
come that I would be in the right place and in
a position to make owning a piece of motorcycle
art a reality; I just never knew when.
I first met my faithful companion as it sat on
the showroom floor at our local dealer here
in Sarasota, Florida. It was gorgeous in my
eyes, bright yellow with matte-gold frame and
wheels. I remember how I felt as I examined
it the first time. All I could think was that I
simply must have it. At the time, I was checking
it out with a very good friend of mine who
also was admiring it. I was secretly saving my
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money to one day soon come back and fulfill my
dream of ownership. Little did I know that my
soon-to-be-ex-friend was to later that day come
back and purchase my dream bike out from
under my very nose!
I remember going over to visit my
bike at my gloating, soon-to-beex-friend’s house months later. I
had to ride my Honda, which until
then had seemed like an enjoyable
thing to do. It was then that we
switched bikes, and I rode her
the first time. I was amazed that
it had hardly any miles on it, as
my friend found it uncomfortable
and was quickly losing any interest in riding
it. Quite the opposite of how I felt after riding
it: I did not want to ride my Honda home!
After pretending to agree and understand how
he could have made a mistake by purchasing
a Ducati, I pretended to be
reluctant in my offer to take
her off his hands. I struck a
deal, and finally the Duck was
mine.
I picked up my new friend the
next day, and I have hardly
been off it since. I ride it
everywhere. I always want
to ride, and with work I have
been all over the country. I
do crazy things such as when
a bout of insomnia attacks, I
think nothing of rolling her
out of the garage in the middle
of the night and taking a
two- or three-hour ride, often
much to the chagrin of my
neighbors. The bike has been
fitted with Ducati high-mount
pipes made by Remus, an
open airbox, and the requisite
computer upgrade to match. Other than that,
it is stock mechanically. The bike fits my 5’8”
frame well, and yes my wrists get sore and my
legs roast in summer and all the other things
that non-Ducati riders seem to always ask, but
my other bikes were no different; they each had
their imperfections that come with trying to
make a machine fit all different sizes of riders
without offering any adjustments. You get used
to it, and you just deal with it; no big deal in my
	

eyes, it is all part of the charm to me.
Prior to owning this work of art, I had
always used my automobiles for the bulk of
my transportation needs. My work requires
constant travel, and I have racked up over
300,000 miles on each of my last
three Toyotas. I realized that I
could use the bike a lot too by
just loading my laptop and some
gear into my backpack and tail
bag and hitting the road. What
an amazingly fun time I have
getting to my clients now!
I am a firm believer in preventive
maintenance and have the bike
serviced regularly for the most part, and it
currently has 124,295 miles on the odometer.
I have traveled from south Florida where my
home is to Colorado Springs, Hollywood, Las
Vegas, Chicago, Nashville, Salt Lake City, and
many points in between over
and over again. I ride almost
every single day. I am truly
addicted, much like those
crazy dog owners I spoke of
at the beginning. I can feel
when she is in need; I feed
her nothing but the best, and
she has rewarded me the
same. I have been through
countless sets of tires, timing
belts, oil, filters, sprockets,
and chains. I do most of the
maintenance myself and
have a good technician to do
what I am not comfortable
attempting such as valve
adjustments. On a side
note, I thought that I would
share that I learned along
the way that you do not
have to remove the oil cooler
when you change the belts, as you can see in
the pictures. That knowledge has saved much
time and mess when belt-changing time comes
around!
The only real sign that gives away her true
mileage is the missing paint on some of the
leading edges of the bodywork that has been
sand blasted away and the worn paint along the
rims of the wheels from changing all those sets

www.USDESMO.com

continued on page 11...
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Phone: 508-583-4380
Fax:

508-583-3083

Email: INFO@DUNBAREUROSPORTS.com

DUNBAR EURO-SPORTS
HOME

1600 Main St
Brockton, MA 02301

OF FB4 RACING—SUPERTWIN RACING CHAMPIONS
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS
SIGN UP FOR QUARTERLY E-NEWSLETTER
WATCH FOR OUR 2006 TRACK DAY AT NHIS

Ducati Performance Accessories and Apparel
Performance upgrades
Machine shop on site • Ducati Trained Technicians
Ducati Apparel - Helmets - Riding Gear

Legendary Service
BMW since 1955
Ducati since 1988

Sidi • Dianese • Arai • Held • Michelin • Metzler • Renthal • Vanson • Schuberth

Oxtar • Vemar • Marchisini • Motul • Ferodo

WWW.DUNBAREUROSPORTS.COM
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Specialized motorcycle service, repair
and restoration including performance
tuning, track day and race prep.
Factory trained technicians for
Ducati, Moto Guzzi, and Aprilia.
Factory and aftermarket parts and
performance parts for suspensions,
exhaust systems, engine internals,
engine management, wheels and tires, comfort enhancements, and more.
Now offering valve and valve seat reconditioning using Neway valve seat tools.
Also offering service for all European and Japanese bikes, and older and vintage
motorcycles including Ducati singles and twins, BMW, BSA, Norton, Triumph and Laverda.

Mark P. Gillotte
Owner

803.333.9679
Hours: 9am to 5pm Monday thru Saturday. Sunday by appointment only.
www.moto-gizmo.com
1700 Alta Vista Drive, Suite 200, Columbia, South Carolina 29223 • GPS: 34.03.205N 080.58.995W
10
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of tires. The only real aggravation I have had is
with a persistently reoccurring tank leak. I have
had it repaired three times, and it keeps coming
back. I am too stubborn to pay the extremely
high price to replace it, so I just keep having
it repaired. The mileage on the bike always
amazes people. I started getting comments
around 30,000, and then they really looked at
me funny when it was in the 50s. Shops started
writing 8,000 instead of 80,000, assuming they
looked at it wrong. When it went over 100 and
started registering in the 1 to 2 thousand range,

am starting to hear comments such as “that’s
getting up there” and the like. If only they knew
just how far off they were!
She is just starting to seep a little bit of
everything here and there, but nothing major
has ever happened to her. I have had no major
mechanical repairs, and I am knocking on wood
as I write this. She has never been laid down

people would say that they knew it was brand
new because it was in such good shape. I loved
the compliment, as I do try to keep her as close
to perfect as I can with as much riding as I do. I
wipe her down after every single ride no matter
how late or how tired I am so that nothing
dries and damages the surfaces. The habit is a
ritual that I have followed on all my vehicles,
and it really makes a difference. Now that the
odometer is showing in the twenties again, I

Photos by Brett Cross
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(again I am knocking), and I hope to continue
to enjoy her fine companionship for quite some
time yet. I do not foresee ever parting with this
bike unless something beyond my control makes
me. I will rebuild and refurbish when it is time
and keep going on my long-distance rides. For
my next trip out of state, I have tentatively
planned to ride her to Deal’s Gap and get some
good pictures of this beauty in action. I hope
to go in the middle or end of October, so if any
of you are local to that area, keep an eye out
for the fanatical rider on the yellow 900SSie
sporting the Florida tag “ODB.” Ask me in
person about how I acquired that nickname, as
it is a story for another day.

www.USDESMO.com
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CHECKING VALVE LASH
by Courtney Cummings, Member #00789

With the piston at TDC compression, opening
rocker arm (1) is on the base circle of the
opening lobe (2), allowing opening clearance to
be measured at the valve tip (A). Closing spring
pressure pushes the closing rocker arm (3)
against the closing shim (4), creating clearance
between the closing rocker arm and the closing
lobe (B).

12

Pushing down on the closing rocker arm
(overcoming the tension of the closing spring)
forces the closing rocker arm up against the
closing lobe, creating additional clearance
between the opening rocker arm and the valve
tip (C). Closing clearance is therefore calculated
by the formula (C) - (A) = (B).

www.USDESMO.com
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Rolling Concours
The Cycle World

at the Honda Hoot
by Sam Fowler

Because I own a few of those “Other Red
Motorcycles,” I get invited to the Honda Hoot
in Knoxville, Tennessee, each year. This year
when my invitation arrived, I noticed that
they had a new category for modern classic
motorcycles built before 1985.

I mentioned this new category to Jim Lipsey
and the staff at the BMW-Ducati shop in
Charlotte, North Carolina. Jim and I both
love the classic motorcycles. Jim’s 1980 Ducati
Darmah and my 1985 BMW T80G/S both
qualified for this new category, so we decided to
attend the rally.
The Rolling Concours requires that bikes do an
80-mile loop to qualify. We both thought this
would be a great opportunity to hear some of
our favorite bikes, such as the Vincent Black
Shadow, run down the road at speed. We
decided to ride our bikes rather than trailering
them behind a cage. Mother
Nature was not kind to us
that day, but we soldiered
on in the rain, stopping
only a few times when the
lightning got our attention.
We were lucky enough to
find nice motel rooms in
which to dry out that night,
although we paid a premium
price for them. Friday
night in downtown Knoxville was an excellent
adventure, as we got a chance to sample some of
the local micro-brews.
Saturday morning arrived with beautiful
blue skies, and we rode to the Knoxville Civic
Center to register. We spent an hour walking
around taking pictures of the beautiful old
bikes. I would highly recommend this event to
anyone who loves classic motorcycles. Norton
Commandos were everywhere. The master
of ceremonies was none other than Malcolm
Smith from “On Any Sunday,” riding a red and
chrome 1968 Husqvarna 360 Enduro in perfect
FALL 2006

condition. 120 motorcycles were registered for
the event The 80-mile required run was well
planned, culminating with a barbecue lunch at
an old farm house. Most enjoyed the spirited
pace of the run!
Once we returned, the judging was delayed for
several hours by the Cycle World Magazine
staff. The only Ducatis were Jim’s Darmah
and one other 1968 350. I thought Jim’s bike
had a good chance to win, representing a real
Italian modern classic. However, almost all the
awards went to Hondas and Harley Davidsons.
Well, it was a Honda Hoot! The trophies were
specially inscribed, hand-cut glass bottles of
Jack Daniels.
I thought the trip home could not be worse than
the trip to the Hoot, but it was. Jim and I were
having fun dog-fighting each other with the
torque of our big twins on our way back down
the mountains, when the bottom
fell out again on I-40. We entered
a flash flood area, and the
water was moving so fast it was
pushing my boots off the high
foot pegs. I was totally surprised
how well Jim and his Darmah
pushed through the deep water; I
was worried that my bike would
drown out any minute. Jim
proved to be an exceptional rider
as he demonstrated his rain riding skills. The
Darmah proved to be one hell of a sport tourer,
taking anything that was dished out.
I’d like to recommend that anyone with
multiple bike disorder stay away from these
types of classic motorcycle events. Since I
attended this event, I have purchased two old
classics to restore: a 1980 C70 Passport and a
1974 Yamaha RD350. The Barber Motorcycle
Museum Vintage Festival on October 20-22,
2006, is already marked on my calendar…
Ride Safe. Ride Hard.

www.USDESMO.com

Photos page 15...
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Photos by Sam Fowler and Jim Lipsey

The Cycle World Rolling Concours At The Honda Hoot

More photos page 23...
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Photos by Sam Fowler and Jim Lipsey

The Cycle World Rolling Concours At The Honda Hoot

More photos next page...
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“I Am Not A Collector,
I Just Never Get Around To Selling.”
Barney Basal’s motorcycle story as told to Jim Calandro
Bernard Besal is one of those folks you just
know you are going to want to talk to. I met
“Barney” at the AMA Superbike race last year
when he rode up to the Ducati hospitality area
on a 1986 Ducati F1B. As we began to talk, it
became apparent he suffers from the dreaded
disease MLI, or Moto Lust Italiana. As a carrier

of this disease, I knew I needed to go visit
Barney and find out what made him tick.
As luck would have it, I was traveling through
Atlanta mid-July and Barney had some free
time, so I stopped by his shop to have lunch
with him and then go to his house to see his
collection. I would tell you where it is, but he
blindfolded me and put me in the back of his
van so it will remain a secret. J Seriously, the
trip was well worth it, because Barney has a
collection that spans every decade that Ducati
has made the wonderful “L” twin.
Besides his wonderful collection of Ducatis, it
turns out Barney has quite a history with bikes,
and it seems our paths have crossed several
times without our knowing. Barney got his first
bike, a Sears Allstate, which never ran. His
next bike arrived in the form of a basket-case
Honda 305. Ever the intrepid young man, he
rebuilt it in his parent’s basement. Successfully
completing the rebuild, he headed out for a test
FALL 2006

ride. Well, success was fleeting, as the throttle
hung open and he crashed at the end of his
street!
Barney’s next effort to get into the motorcycle
community was a 1973 Yamaha RD 350. This
bike introduced him to high performance
and handling and resulted with the
“racing bug.” 1982 to 1987 saw Barney
on the race track with WERA and AMA
CCS in the southeast. He raced at Road
Atlanta, Roebling Road, Talladega Grand
Prix, Rockingham, and Charlotte Motor
Speedway. His racer of choice was a
collection of ever-faster RD 350 and R5
Yamahas. Barney has a nice collection
of trophies on his wall to show he gained
speed. Unfortunately, with added speed
comes the inevitable “get off.”
Talladega Grand Prix has a turn in the
back that is banked and very high speed.
It can be a lot of fun if you can remain on
two wheels. Barney, a competitive racer,
found the limit one day and it resulted in
a separated shoulder, a broken ankle, and
a broken finger. It was somewhere along this
time that Barney decided collecting motorcycles
would be cheaper than medical bills and started
to acquire bikes to ride. As Barney put it, “I am
not a collector, I just never got around to selling
my bikes.” He still has his fleet of race bikes
plus a trick motor that was being built for him
while he was in the hospital.
Barney bought his parents’ six-bedroom house
and has converted the two downstairs bedrooms
into his private Ducati grotto. It is almost like
a club house with a little bar section and then
the workshop area. I wish I could keep my work
area as neat as his. Considering he had an early
bevel-drive round-case 750GT and a square-case
900SS under restoration, it is hard to imagine
how he does this.
The Ducati 750GT was made from 1972 until
1975, and he has five of them. Three of them are
respectively green, white, and red, so of course
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we had to take a
picture of them in
the appropriate
order. Parked
next to his all-carbon-fiber MHe is the real
thing, a 1984 Mike Hailwood Replica in all
its green, white, and red glory. His Paul
Smart Replica had to do with a 1980 black
and gold 900SS.
When he finishes
his other 900SS, it
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will be the silver and blue paint scheme,
so it will look better with the Paul Smart.
Some people have such serious problems.
Well, I am sorry Barney suffered a racingcareer-ending injury, but it sure did put
him into the position to put together a
very nice collection. Thanks for sharing it
with me and now the club.
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Novice Track Day Advice
John Bullard, Member #00272

I’m a novice. Maybe eight track days. I’m a
novice. I’ve studied the books, done the STT
novice thing, the NESBA thing, listened to
everyone I could listen to. I’m the quiet guy
standing behind any group with my good ear
trained on the track-related conversation. I’m
a novice. I ride in the green group now, but I’m
a novice. The experts tell where to turn in, to
brake, to set-up for the next turn, and how to
set bike sag and suspension. I’m a novice and
here’s my advice.
Mind games are the first and main concern.
We live and ride with maybe three voices in
our head. Training gives us facts and helps
determine when to apply which fact. This voice
is Data. Another voice is actually silent – the
Observer. This one is your best friend. It’s your
“Happy Place.” The last voice is trouble: “Go
faster!” “Pass them!” “Don’t let them pass you!”
“Keep face!” “Get some respect!” This voice is
the Critic. It’s usually the Self-Condemning
Critic. It’s probably got its use, but I don’t like
this voice much.
Johnny’s ten track day rules:
First rule: Relaxed arms bode well for a good
day. If a friend could ride beside you and,
with a gentle nudge, bump your arm off the
handlebar, you’re doing fine. If he needs a prybar, hammer, and chisel, you are in trouble.
Pull off the track next time around and start
over. (You will let Data tell you “Leg out, arm
up, off the line, exit properly,” right?) Arms are
the ultimate indicator of how you are riding.
Rule two: Be the slowest person on the track at
first, maybe all morning.
Rule three: While being slowest person on the
track practice rule one: keep your arms and
hands loose.
Rule four: When you break rule two and try
to be the fastest on the track, don’t do it when
you bring your daughter to track day. Sure, it
was going to be so cool to be cool in front of that
lovely, smart, adoring “Daddy-I-like-how-the20

twins-sound-so-much-better-than-the-foursand-all-the-gear-heads-at-school-are-impressedwith-your-Ducati” daughter. For her to see her
old man do something other than office work
and fix the constantly running toilets in your
house was going to be the cat’s meow. Your
spouse thinks you’re nuts. Kids are so more
open-minded.
Rule five: After you crash and hurt yourself, call
her before you get back to the motel. (You did
arrange to pick her up mid morning so she could
sleep in, didn’t you? You have a cell phone, don’t
you? She has a cell phone, right?) Before you
pick her up, it is polite to warn her that daddy’s
pinky is sticking out sideways and you need to
go to the hospital for a look-see. Kids rely on
their parents. It’s a shock to see parents hurt.
Advance warning is kind and thoughtful. Do
it. She’ll probably have everything packed and
ready to go as a bonus side effect.
Rule six: Don’t ask the ambulance paramedics
to put your dislocated pinky back in place so
you can finish up the day. They are not allowed
to do anything like that anyway. It’s a good
thing because your little “dislocated” finger is
broken. Very badly broken. Actually it’s been
half twisted off even inside your glove. How this
happened will perplex you for years. The bones
are not doing their job at this moment. You
have more bones in your finger than when you
arrived that morning, but they are worthless.
Several bones in the hand have “multiplied” as
well.
Rule seven: If you are even a part-time,
amateur musician, ask God why you have
to like motorcycling. It seems so unfair. You
quit for a long time. Finished school, married,
worked hard, raised kids. Why couldn’t God
have made it stick?! God probably won’t answer,
nor will God take away the desire to play
music or ride a bike, but it gives you something
to ponder while waiting for X-rays in the
emergency room.
Rule eight: When you take your daughter to
your crash track day, make sure she really
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knows how to drive the stick-shift pickup truck.
Sure, you taught her, let’s see, a year and
a half ago, how to work the clutch and shift
gears (first, second, and reverse anyway) in
some church’s parking lot for one evening. She
bitched and moaned about it (politely now, with
smiles and chuckles as she is a classy kid) but
did it anyway. She will NOT feel comfortable
driving her busted-up daddy all the way to
Atlanta from Kershaw. She’s not supposed to
take care of daddy. Daddy’s supposed to take
care of her. It’s a rule somewhere.

Lastly, think of the worst thing you can worry
about (Let’s say explaining to your spouse what
a bonehead you are, but it’s all part of life’s
learning experience, right?/You’re a better rider
and human being for this./You’ve looked deep
into your mind and soul and understand the
fundamental problem within yourself./Blah blah
blah…) and let your mind sour on that for 4-1/2
hours, the time it will take to drive home. Hope
it’s still your home.
Regardless of your conclusions and reasoning,
your spouse
probably already
has a good
idea of several
fundamental
problems in your
life anyway and
doesn’t want
to hear your
edited, sanitized,
philosophical,
watered-down
version of even
the least of
them.
Now you’re
ready for your
track day!

Cartoon by Harry Martin, HarryMartinCartoons.com

Rule nine: Before the track day, practice
driving with just your right arm. It’s doable.
Hold the steering wheel with a knee while
shifting around a corner – everyone has done it
consciously or not. Not too much trouble really.
Been doing it for years. Now, take your left
hand across your body and stick it in the small
cooler of ice you’ve balanced between the seats.
You want your hand, which is on its way to
becoming a watermelon, to stop swelling at the
size of a smallish cantaloupe. Also inject several
tablespoons of saline solution in whichever
cheek hurts the most to mimic the injection
you’ll get for pain and swelling. This will
probably be the right side, as you have to lean
this way to keep your left hand in the cooler.
FALL 2006

Rule eight and
a half: I almost
forgot. It’s very
important to
immediately
take any and
all rings off your hand when you hurt even
your pinky. Everything swells. Every one of
those graceful appendages that fly across a
keyboard become sausages about to burst on a
grill. That would probably also go for toe rings
on the damaged feet of the more decorated and
bejeweled.
Rule ten: Remember rule one. Keep your arms
relaxed. If someone drives by, they should be
able to bump your arms off the handlebars with
the slightest of effort. With relaxed arms you
won’t be thinking about being the best-fastestcoolest dude-daddy-old-young-fart in Kershaw.
The Observer will be enjoying the day. Data will
be useful and orderly. The Critic will be out of
business for at least this day, hopefully longer.
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The Cycle World Rolling Concours At The Honda Hoot
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ONE
ARM
BANDIT
WAYNE PRINCE

Written by Michele Leach (fiancé and biggest fan)
For my hero and just about everyone else’s too!
Wayne, fondly known as “ONE ARM BANDIT”
to members of the biking fraternity, lost
the use of his right arm and hand in a
motorcycle accident some twenty years ago at
the impressionable age of 17. The injury he
sustained is called a brachial plexus injury;
in layman’s terms, the nerves that control his
right arm and hand were pulled out of the
spinal cord.
Wayne’s handicap didn’t deter him then

with his late best mate, Antonio Pereira (who
tragically passed away at Wesbank Raceway
last year). Not even this painful event has
disillusioned Wayne – it actually seems to have
made his resolution to succeed even stronger!
The “terrible twins,” “breakfast boys,” and
“playboy boys,” as they became known, took
to the track like ducks to water and moved
from D-class to A-class literally overnight. In
the middle of 2004, Wayne purchased his first
track bike – a Suzuki TL 1000 V-twin. Wayne

“Wayne does with one arm what other riders dream of
doing with two – a life’s lesson in itself for all.”
			

— Peter Jovaris, Ducati Johannesburg:

– nor probably ever will – as he tackles every
situation, including everyday simple tasks
we all take for granted, such as tying his own
shoe laces single-handedly, as a challenge.
His incredible strong will, determination,
perseverance, wonderful sense of humor, and
positive attitude towards life soon saw him
riding a 200cc dirt bike.
Nothing is impossible to Wayne – in fact, he
does most things better than those of us with
two arms and hands at our disposal could ever
do, such as golf, which he plays with an 18
handicap (no pun intended).
Wayne’s passion for bikes (speed and life)
progressed to a 200cc Blaster quad bike and
350cc Banshee quad bike. Then, on impulse,
Wayne bought himself a Suzuki SV 1000 V-twin
road bike and started attending open track days
24

obtained his regional competition license and
started racing in the Superbikes, but mostly
South Africa’s Battle of the Twins (“BOTTS”)
class. The Aprilia Mille came next, but
Wayne had always had his eye on the Ducati
Superbikes.
By chance, Wayne, who has always been
lucky, managed to pick-up his dream bike – a
Ducati 999R – at an auction for an absolute
steal. Wayne was ecstatic with the handling
and power of the 999R in comparison with his
previous bikes, and even though a different ride
for him, he showed a 3-second improvement
on his first time around the track. With a bit
of time in the seat, Wayne has moved from
the back of the field into the top five. Wayne
was presented with his first trophy at Midvaal
Raceway on September 3, 2005, and his most
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recent was BOTTS Championship Rookie of the
Year 2005.
Wayne has a unique riding style, given his
handicap of riding with the use of only one arm
at his disposal. No problem! Wayne has simply
converted all his bikes to “left-hand drive”
himself and attached Velcro to his right-hand
suit arm, which secures it firmly to his tank.
This not only allows Wayne to move on and
off the bike through the corners with ease, it
keeps his arm out of the way at the same time.

This setup, as you can well imagine, attracts
to Wayne’s pits many curious track-goers, who
look on in wide-eyed awe.
Wayne is a modest character, who races purely
for the fun and enjoyment of it (and quite
possibly for the sense of accomplishment it
no doubt gives him over his handicap). His
friendly, good-natured, happy-go-lucky attitude
and kind-hearted personality have made him
many new friends and admirers at the track,
and this is what some of them had to say about
him:
Gilbert Parsons, Emtek Racing: This class
also plays host to one of the most fascinating
FALL 2006

personalities that is riding at the moment,
and that is Wayne Prince. We must take our
hats off to Wayne, who perseveres on the track
handicapped by riding with one arm at his
disposal. The controls are managed from the
left handlebar, and the enormous amount of
concentration and talent required to ride onehanded (and left-handed at that) is absolutely
amazing. Crickey, half the field can’t even ride
with both hands steering them in the right
direction – can you imagine? Well done, Wayne.

(September 7, 2005, regional race Zwartkops
website report)
Peter Jovaris, Ducati Johannesburg: “Wayne
does with one arm what other riders dream of
doing with two – a life’s lesson in itself for all.”
Barry Scholtz, Performoto Racing: “Wayne is
my hero!!”
While Wayne’s injury is not unique, the man is!
He is an inspiration to many and one of the best
examples of how, even with all the odds stacked
against us, we can overcome life’s biggest
obstacles.
more pictures next page...
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Bench Racing
Tall tales of fact and “friction”

Donuts, Figure Eights, and Face Plants
by Jim Calandro, il Capo, Member #00001
My first real motorcycle was a 1971 Yamaha
DT 250 Enduro, and it taught me more about
riding a motorcycle than any other bike I have
ever owned. I bought it while I was in the Army
stationed in Germany. I had never owned
a motorcycle before, and it looked a lot less
intimidating than some of the British bikes that
were available then.
I rode it for several weeks on the highways of
our local area near Kaiserslautern, Germany.
This area is near some national forest areas
and has a lot of fire roads around to ride. I tried
a little of this in combination with the paved
roads and found the Enduro style of bike had
been a wise decision. It was just big enough for
the street and not too heavy in the woods.
One day while riding it to my night classes for
my Masters Degree, I ran into another soldier
who owned a DT 360. We became friends and
rode a lot together. Dave was more of an offroad rider than I and took me out to a deserted
area where there was a sand quarry.
He proceeded to show me such talents as the
“donut” and “figure eight.” They looked easy but
turned out to be a real learning experience in
body position and throttle control. Not enough
of one or too much of the other and you became
acquainted with another term of dirt bike
riding, the “face plant.”
The “donut” is just what it sounds like. You ride
the bike with the front brake on while spinning
the rear tire, so the rear of the bike moves
around your pivot point, in this case your left
foot, to complete a circle or the “donut.” The
important part is getting enough power to the
rear wheel that it will break loose.
The first problem is, if you get too much power,
it slides out from under you and you are left
28

standing over the bike while it languishes on
the ground. Now that you are executing the
“donut,” the second problem rears its ugly head:
how do I stop? If you just shut off the throttle
suddenly, you learn two new terms: “chop the
throttle” and “face plant. ” What happens is you
stop so suddenly that the energy sends the bike
vertical and you fly over the handlebars and
land face down in the sand. Just be glad this
lesson is on sand, not asphalt!
The figure eight just escalated the problem
of the donut with two directions of rotation.
Making the transition from the first donut to
the second one to make the figure eight can be
very intimidating, as it results in the infamous
face plant much more quickly than the donut
will. The secret is keeping the throttle on
during the transition from left to right. Again,
too much or too little will throw you and your
bike on the ground.
At the time of all this I was just having fun and
learning something new but saw no real-world
application for this skill. Years later, I was at
a gas station filling up my 1973 RD 350, which
was notorious for its sudden power delivery. I
had not noticed the gas-station attendant was
washing down a fuel spill with a hose in the
next row of pumps.
As I left the station and turned right while
applying the throttle, the rear end suddenly
stepped out to the left. Without really thinking
about it, I just stood up on the pegs, leaned
the bike, and held the throttle steady. I just
continued down the road like nothing had
happened. I still think a face plant is much
easier in sand than on the asphalt. Dirt bikes
are an excellent tool to learn street skills
without the dire consequences they would bring
on the street.
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The Ducati World has never been closer

ALABAMA
Birmingham
Ducati Birmingham
205-956-6693
ALASKA
Anchorage
Alaska Cycle Center
907-279-9478
The Motorcycle Shop
907-561-1165
ARIZONA
Chandler
Arizona Superbike
480-898-0559
Phoenix
Phoenix International
Motorsports
602-864-1437
Tucson
Renaissance Motorcycles
520-747-2647
CALIFORNIA
Brea
Southern California Ducati
714-256-6700
Capitola
Moto Italiano of Santa Cruz
831-476-3663
Costa Mesa
Hahm Motorsports Newport
949-646-7700
Covina
Bert’s Motorcycle Mall
626-974-6600
Fresno
Wilson’s Motorcycles
559-237-0215
Glendale
Pro-Italia Los Angeles
818-249-5707
Irvine
Spectrum Ducati Aprilia
949-951-3611
Los Angeles
Beverly Hills Ducati
310-360-0916
Modesto
Modesto Ducati
209-578-1330
Oceanside
Aprilia Ducati of Oceanside
760-722-7704
Redondo Beach
Del Amo Motorsport
310-220-2223
Sacramento
Good Times Kaw/Suz/Ducati
916-344-2141
San Diego
GP Motorcycles
619-233-4762
San Francisco
Munroe Motors
415-626-3496
San Leandro
Munroe Motors East Bay
510-276-3525
San Rafael
Hattar Motorsports
415-456-3345
Santa Barbara
Pro-Italia Santa Barbara
805-884-8443
Santa Rosa
Moto Meccanica
707-578-6686
Seaside
Monterey Peninsula Sports
Center
831-899-7433
Sunnyvale
Honda Peninsula
408-245-7840
COLORADO
Colorado Springs
BMW Ducati of Southern
Colorado
719-635-3004
Denver
Erico Motorsports
303-308-1811
Greenwood Village
Fay Myers Motorcycle World
303-744-6632

Loveland
N. Colorado BMW/Ducati
Motorcycles
970-679-1600
CONNECTICUT
Danbury
Cliff’s BMW Aprilia Ducati
203-798-2779
New Haven
Libby’s Motoworld
203-772-1112
Norwalk
Motofixx
203-845-8888
FLORIDA
Cocoa
Beach Sportcycles
321-631-5571
Jacksonville
Cycle Accessories West
904-778-0941
Longwood
Cycle Riders of Longwood
407-695-49-00
Miami
MotorSports of Miami
305-258-2000
DUCATIMIAMI
305-625-2453
Odessa
Euro Cycles of Tampa Bay
813-926-9937
Pensacola
D&D Cycles
850-456-0354
Stuart
Florida Sports Cycle &
Marine
800-329-1850
Tallahassee
Florida Motorsports
850-575-0305
GEORGIA
Alpharetta
Moto Britalia
770-517-4540
Atlanta
Atlanta Triumph Ducati
678-904-1414
Augusta
Augusta Triumph/Ducati
706-650-9995
HAWAII
Honolulu
South Seas Ducati
808-836-1144
IDAHO
Boise
Big Twin BMW Ducati
208-336-0367
Palatine
Power Motor Sports
847-359-4844
Post Falls
Beaudry Motorsports
208-777-2453
ILLINOIS
Lincolnwood
Chicago Cycle
847-763-6900
Springfield
Hall’s Ducati Husqvarna
217-789-0107
Villa Park
Motor Cycle Center
630-782-2010
IOWA
Des Moines
Moto Sports
515-285-8014
Dubuque
Sindt Motor Sales
563-582-6006
KANSAS
Kansas City
Letko Cycles
913-334-2410
Wichita
K & N Motorcycles Corp.
316-945-8221
KENTUCKY
Lexington
Lexington Motorsports
859-253-0322

Louisville
Commonwealth
Motorcycles
502-568-2666
MAINE
Windham
Moto Milano
207-892-5420
MARYLAND
Elkridge
Speed’s Cycle
410-379-0106
Gaithersburg
Battley Cycles
301-948-4581
MASSACHUSETTS
Beverly
Eastern Cycle Ducati
978-922-3707
Brockton
Dunbar Euro Sport
508-583-4380
Northampton
Valley Motorsports
413-584-7303
Shrewsbury
Ducati of Shrewsbury
508-925-2201
Somerville
Riverside M/C Sales
617-628-6400
MICHIGAN
Burton
Great Lake Powersports
810-233-7800
Commerce Township
Section 8 Superbike
248-669-6633
Clinton Township
TT Motorcycles
586-468-8100
Dearborn Hts.
Rosenau Powersport
313-278-5000
Kalamazoo
Life Cycle
269-388-5590
MINNESOTA
Delano
Delano Sport Center
763-972-2677
Lakeville
Motoprimo South
952-465-0500
Minneapolis
Motoprimo Motorsports
612-729-7200
MISSOURI
Chesterfield
Chesterfield Valley Power
Sports
636-449-1500
Columbia
Jones Powersports
573-875-4445
St. Ann
Donelson Cycles
314-427-1204
MONTANA
Missoula
Montana Ducati
406-721-2154
NEBRASKA
Omaha
PowerSports Pro
402-556-3333
NEVADA
Las Vegas
Pat Clark Motorsports
702-432-0650
Reno
Big Valley Motorsports
775-324-1901
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Laconia
BCM Motorsports
603-524-4898
Manchester
Naults Ducati
603-669-7221
North Hampton
Great Bay Motorcycles
603-964-4450
NEW JERSEY
Cherry Hill
DeSimone Motorcycles
856-354-0004

Ledgewood
Jack Trebour Motorcycles
973-584-0810
Middlesex
Rizzon Cycles
732-271-1616
NEW MEXICO
Albuquerque
PJ’s Triumph Ducati
505-323-6700
NEW YORK
Albany
Phibbs Power Sports
518-459-7231
Bay Shore
Formula 1 Motorsports
631-969-9480
Fort Montgomery
Rockwell Cycles
845-446-3834
Holland
Williamsville Welding
716-537-2309
New Hyde Park
Gold Coast Motorsports
516-352-7474
New York City
Ducati New York
212-989-1414
St. James
SuperMoto Italia
631-584-4340
Syracuse
Fred's Sport Motors
315-446-7250
NORTH CAROLINA
Asheville
Myers Motorcycle
828-274-4271
Matthews
BMW/Ducati Charlotte
704-882-6106
Raleigh
Barnett Suz/Ducati Center
919-833-5575
Matison Motorsports
919-844-7177
OHIO
Akron
Crooked River Motorcycles
330-630-9430
Cincinnati
J.D. Performance
513-574-1470
Hilliard
Honda Northwest
BMW/Ducati
614-771-0771
Lewis Center
Hinds Motorsports
740-548-5448
Oakwood Village
Cleveland Akron Honda The
European Connection
440-735-2000
Springfield
Competition Accessories
800-543-8190
OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City
Ducati Oklahoma
405-943-2691
Tulsa
Atlas Cycle Sales
918-835-9959
OREGON
Bend
Bend Euro Moto
541-617-9155
Medford
Hansen’s BMW/Ducati
541-535-3342
Portland
Motocorsa
503-292-7488
Salem
Salem Honda/BMW/Ducati
503-364-6784
PENNSYLVANIA
Coopersburg
Martin EuroSports
610-282-9300
Dunmore
North American Warhorse
570-346-2453
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Harrisburg
Koup’s Cycle Shop
717-939-7182
North East
Uncommon Motorcycles
814-725-0916
Paxinos
Mikmar Motor Service
570-672-9110
State College
Kissell Motorsports
814-861-7890
Wexford
Ducati Pittsburgh
724-934-4269
Willow Grove
Fast by Ferracci
215-657-1276
RHODE ISLAND
North Kingstown
Razee Motorcycle Center
401-295-8837
SOUTH CAROLINA
Greenville
Touring Sport
864-232-2269
Mt. Pleasant
Champion Ho. Ya. BMW
Ducati
843-856-8656
TENNESSEE
Lenoir City (Knoxville)
Destination Motorcycles
865-988-4420
Nashville
Ducati of Nashville
615-353-1919
TEXAS
Alvarado
Advanced Motorsports
817-790-0200
Austin
Ducati Austin
512-291-5100
El Paso
Mr. Motorcycle
915-779-8500
Fort Worth
Eurosport Cycle
817-838-8135
Houston
Eximport Cycles
713-995-7494
Northwest Honda
281-447-3476
Plano
European Cycle Sports
972-881-0774
San Antonio
K.C. International
Motorsports
210-764-9990
Waco
Ducati of Waco (Euro Shop
of Waco)
254-757-2453
UTAH
Salt Lake City
Salt Lake Motorsports
801-478-4000
Springville
White Knuckle Motor Sport
801-489-0393
VERMONT
Essex
Frank’s Motorcycle Sales
and Service
802-878-3930
VIRGINIA
Clearbrook
Winchester Motosports
540-722-2688
Falls Church
Coleman Powersports Falls
Church
703-237-3400

Richmond
Ducati Richmond
804-355-0550
Woodbridge
Coleman Powersports
703-497-1500
Yorktown
Redline Performance
Motorsports
757-989-5000
WASHINGTON
Bellevue
Eastside MotoSports
425-882-4300
Bremerton
The Brothers Powersports
360-479-6943
Burlington
Skagit Powersports
360-757-7999
Seattle
Ducati Seattle
206-298-9995
WISCONSIN
Madison
Bob Barr Kawasaki
608-222-6800
Saukville
Ducati Milwaukee
262-284-2725
CANADA
ALBERTA
Edmonton
Argyll Motor Sports
780-435-6811
Calgary
Revoluzione Cycle Imports
403-269-2220
Sport Cycle
403-276-3385
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Nanaimo
Harbour City Motorsport
250-754-3345
Richmond
Richmond Motorsport
604-276-8513
Vancouver
John Valk Motorsports
604-731-5505
MANNITOBA
Winnipeg
Wildwood Sports
204-477-1701
ONTARIO
London
Inglis Cycle Center
519-455-3840
Oakville
Peninsula Import Ducati
905-847-0838
Ottawa
Ottawa Goodtime Centre
613-731-9071
Toronto
Rev Cycles
416-703-0808
QUEBEC
Laval
Monette Sports
450-668-6466
Vanier
Le Centre de la Moto Vanier
418-527-6907
SASKATCHEWAN
Regina
Thunder City Power &
Leisure
306-352-8697
PUERTO RICO
Carolina
Ducati de Puerto Rico
787-791-5500

The new GT 1000:

DUCATI uses

the cult of classic

Ducati thanks the Italian Desmo Owners Clubs, the lead actors in the Ducati People 2007 campaign, for their support.

The classic tradition of Italian Grand Touring
returns in a successful mix of style, comfort
and performance in the new SportClassic
GT 1000. Inspired by the original icons of
Ducati sport motorcycles of the 70’s the GT
offers a classic look with chrome exhaust,
spoke rims and retro details. The torquey
air-cooled DualSpark engine offers modern

performance that is powerful, dependable and
thrilling to ride, whether you’re the rider or the
passenger. With an upright riding position and a
full length seat the GT offers versatility and
comfort perfect for those long weekend getaways
or a night out on the town. Find the GT 1000 at a
Ducati dealer near you. www.ducatiusa.com

